THIRD  REPUBLIC  AND  THE   CHURCH
no, leaving no loophole, no room for subtle distinctions ; so
simple that in fact all the right was bound to be on the one
side or other, so that it seemed to realize the rare occurrence
in practical life of a real inescapable absolute. Peguy put the
dilemma in terms which cannot be bettered : " A nation is
something unique, a gigantic assemblage of the most legiti-
mate, the most sacred, rights and interests. Thousands and
millions of lives depend on it in the present, the past and the
future. ... It is all of infinite price because it can only be made
once, be realized once ; it cannot be made or begun over again.
. . . The first duty of so unique an achievement is not to let
itself be jeopardized for one man, whoever he be, however
legitimate his interests ; that is a right no nation possesses.
That is the language of wisdom, of reason. Dreyfus had to
sacrifice himself, and to be sacrificed against his will, if needs
be, for the repose, for the safety of France. So some said. But
we answered that a single injustice, a single crime, a single
illegality, especially if it be officially confirmed and registered,
a single insult offered to justice and to right, especially if it be
universally, legally, nationally, conveniently accepted, a single
crime, is enough to break the whole social pact ; a single breach
of honour, a single disgraceful act, is enough to dishonour
and disgrace a whole nation. It is a gangrenous spot, which
soon spreads over the whole body. What we defend is not our
honour only, not only the honour of our nation now, but the
historic honour of our nation, of our race, the honour of our
ancestors, the honour of our children. " In one word, adds
P6guy, " our adversaries were concerned with the temporal
salvation of our country, we were concerned with the salvation
of its eternal soul." And with that we must leave it, noting,
still with Peguy, that " people will never be able to speak
lightly of it."
THE   REVENGE  OF   RADICALISM
That the Dreyfusards, once in power, should take steps to
secure that never again could such a tragedy occur was in-
evitable and right. Disestablishment and disendowment must
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